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Macrocrystalline (skeletal) stalagmite 
(length 3 cm) from the Fatima Cave, 
Hormoz salt diapir, Hormoz Island, 
Iran (photo: M. Filippi)
Speleogenetic gypsum 
crust in Birzoni Cave, 
Romania (photo: B.P. Onac)
Deep blue stalagmites and flows
tones of the -150 m cave inside 
Naica 
Mine (Chihuahua, Mexico). Thes
e speleothems consist of an adm
ixture of 
several different mineral (alpersi
te, antlerite, azurite, celestite, ch
alcanthite, 
gypsum, and malachite) produce
d by the action of the seeping m
eteoric 
waters on the poly-sulfides dispe
rsed in the hosting rock (photo: P
. Forti)
Blue and green aragonite formations of the 
Asperge Cave (France): the unusual color is given 
by the presence of different metallic ions trapped 
inside the aragonite crystal lattice (photo: P. Forti)
Front cover picture caption: Group of the microcrystalline stalactites called the 
“Octopus” in 3N Cave, Namakdan salt diapir, Qeshm Island, Iran (photo: M. Filippi)
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